
 

America’s 250th  
July 1, 2026 
 
We have an incredible opportunity this year to share God’s faithfulness as we celebrate 250 years since 
America miraculously, against all odds, won its independence from Great Britain which had a tyrannical 
government and the largest military in the world at that time. 
 
On July 3, 1776, only one day after the Continental Congress voted for Independence, Founding Father 
John Adams wrote a letter to his wife Abigail and listed the ways he believed this monumental date of 
independence would be remembered: 
 

“I am apt to believe that it will be celebrated, by succeeding Generations, as the great anniversary 
Festival. It ought to be commemorated, as the Day of Deliverance by solemn Acts of Devotion to God 
Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with Pomp and Parade, with Shews, Games, Sports, Guns, Bells, 
Bonfires and Illuminations from one end of this Continent to the other from this time forward forever 
more. You will think me transported with enthusiasm but I am not. I am well aware of the toil and blood 
and treasure, that it will cost us to maintain this Declaration, and support and defend these States. Yet 
through all the gloom I can see the rays of ravishing Light and Glory. I can see that the end is more than 
worth all the means. and that posterity will triumph in that Days Transaction, even although we should 
rue it, which I trust in God we shall not.” 
 
We encourage you to start praying about how God wants you to tell the next generation and 
commemorate this special occasion to not forget all God has done in the past 250 years and why we 
have been able to enjoy the religious, economic, and free speech liberties we have. 
 
Your church, neighborhood, and/or family can host a special Fourth of July event and take the 
opportunity to teach the history of our Judeo-Christian American story.  
 
President George Washington wrote in a 1778 letter in which he emphasized that failing to recognize 
God’s intervention is a deep moral failing:  
 

"The hand of Providence has been so conspicuous in all of this, that he must be worse than an infidel 
that lacks faith, and more than wicked, that has not gratitude enough to acknowledge his obligations."  
 
President Ronald Reagan spoke about freedom at his 1967 Gubernatorial Inaugural Address in 
California: 
 

“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass it on to our children in 
the bloodstream. The only way they can inherit the freedom we have known is if we fight for it, protect it, 
defend it, and then hand it to them with the well fought lessons of how they in their lifetime must do the 
same. And if you and I don’t do this, then you and I may well spend our sunset years telling our children 
and our children’s children what it once was like in America when men were free.”  
 

Don’t know where to start? Here are some resources and everything you 
will need to kick off your festivities! 

• Article: God’s Providence in American History 
• Event and Media List: America’s 250th Anniversary Resources for the Whole Family 
• Event List: Celebrating the Triumph of the American Spirit – Freedom 250 

https://www.renewanation.org/post/god-s-providence-in-american-history
https://wallbuilders.com/resource/americas-250th-anniversary-resources-for-the-whole-family/
https://freedom250.org/celebration


 
• Downloadable Prayer Guide and eBook: One Nation Under God: Reflections on 250 Years of 

Faith and Democracy - ERLC 
• Founders Museum Resources: The Extraordinary Story of Our Founding – Freedom 250 
• History Resources: America’s Christian History – The Foundation for American Christian 

Education 
• Video: The Pilgrim’s Formula to Save America! Kirk Cameron in Monumental 

 

https://erlc.com/one-nation-under-god-1776-to-2026/
https://erlc.com/one-nation-under-god-1776-to-2026/
https://freedom250.org/history
https://face.net/americas-christian-history/
https://face.net/americas-christian-history/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDY7c9AAAPI

